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decide, in their development plans, not only which schools must be
replaced, but also their relative urgency. The Regulations are too
detailed to summarise* but some idea of them may be gained from
the following example. The minimum size of a site for a three-class
primary school is two acres, without gardens. A three-form entry
secondary-modern school would require a site of twenty acres, with
two or three acres for gardens. The playground is included hi the
site, but it should be noted that the playing-fields are additional
to the site. A playing-field must be provided for every primary
and secondary school or department. Thus the secondary-modern
school given as example would need another fourteen acres for
playing-field accommodation.
Many existing classrooms will eventually have to be used for
other purposes, since they do not conform to the classroom accom-
modation prescribed. A five-class school, or over, must have an
assembly-hall of at least 1,800 square feet, and every primary school
of seven to twelve classes must have a dining-room. In schools of
more than twelve classes, two dining-rooms will be required. All
secondary schools must have, in addition to the assembly-hall and
dining-room, a gymnasium, library, art and craft rooms, and
practical rooms. All schools should have arrangements for film
projection and the use of episcopes, and some classrooms should
be wired for wireless reception. The assembly-hall must have a
stage or platform, a projection-room, and be wired for wireless
reception. There must be sufficient cloak-room, lavatory, storage,
drying-room, staff-room, and kitchen accommodation. All large
schools should have a separate room for medical inspection and
a waiting-room for parents.1
The problems connected with the training of teachers and the
relations between the State system and the independent schools
outside it were the fields of reference of two committees specially
appointed for the purpose. The first, under the chairmanship of
Sir Arnold McNair, was concerned with the training of teachers and
youth leaders, and reported in 1944. Until 1930 the examination
of training-college students had been conducted by the Board of
Education, but in that year a new policy was adopted. The colleges
were organised in groups, each of which was established round its
appropriate university or university college. Joint Examination
Boards were established, each consisting of representatives of the
1 Because of the urgent need for economy, the Ministry in 1950 made certain
modifications as regards buildings.